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Advent is when the Church re-sets the calendar of our remembering and celebrating the saving work of
Christ. This Advent, we do this in the Diocesan Year of the Eucharist established by Bishop Byrne,
‘Blessed are those called to the Supper of the Lamb’ and in the prayerful reflections of individuals and
groups engaged in the Synod called by Pope Francis. This is more of a challenge as we continue to
emerge from the Pandemic.

Listening and belonging are Advent ways of expressing our communion, our unity with God the Father
who gives His Son as judge and newborn child. These resources are offered as a lifebuoy, a remedy and
a prayer book for the days ahead. Advent is a time to stretch and arouse our imagination for what it
brings: a deep listening to one another as we discern what and where the Holy Spirit is stirring us.
Enjoy these reflections and prayers. Happy Advent!

Please visit our Year of the Eucharist page.

As part of our daily spiritual diet the Vicariate for Faith & Mission encourages personal prayer through
spiritual reflections. The Year of the Eucharist is an opportunity to go deeper in our faith and to reflect
on what it means to have our daily bread. The following e-publications are available to support this:

The Year of the Eucharist booklet 1: ‘Encountering the Father - participation’ this contains
reflections written from voices around the Diocese both Clergy and Laity inviting us all to go deeper in
our encounters with God the Father.

Fr Sean Hall continues to offer his weekly reflections on the Sunday Readings – available to read online
or download here.

The Vicariate for Faith & Mission has produced a booklet of Advent reflections based on the daily
readings and Gospels and written by Clergy and Laity from across the Diocese. The Advent reflection
booklets are now available to read online and download here.

CHARIS (Catholic Charismatic Renewal International Service)

Thank you to everyone who supported us by coming to the second launch event at English Martyrs and
Ss Peter & Paul, Stockton on 13th November 2021.

The words with which Pope Francis launched CHARIS in 2019, continue to inspire us as a team and
keep us on track, “Today one thing ends and another begins. A new stage of this journey is beginning.
A stage marked by communion between all the members of the charismatic family, in which the mighty
presence of the Holy Spirit is manifested for the good of the entire Church.”

Seeing more people from the various realities of Charismatic Renewal in our Diocese continues to give
us great hope for what lies ahead, under the guidance and creativity of the Holy Spirit, and through the
new communion Pope Francis hopes to see.

Save the date: As part of the year of the Eucharist, a date has been set for a Charismatic Mass –
6.30pm on Sunday 12 June 2022.

For more information about the work of CHARIS and photos from recent events, please visit our
webpage.

John Wheeler
 Coordinator CDSC

Dialogue & Unity - Interreligious Relations

Newcastle Council of Faiths are holding a ‘Festival of Light’. This provides faith leaders and their
communities, refugees and asylum seekers to gather together to share a meal and distribute presents
to children. Tuesday 14 December at 6.30pm at St Nicholas’ Cathedral, Newcastle.

The theme for Holocaust Memorial 2022 is 'One Day'. Interreligious has engaged Holocaust survivor
Hanneke Dye to speak at three commemorations in the following Diocesan schools:

St. Mary's Catholic School, Newcastle on Tuesday 25 January 2022 at 7.00pm.

St. Leonard's Catholic School, Durham on Wednesday 26 January 2022 (school assembly).

St. Michael's Catholic Academy, Billingham on Thursday 27 January 2022 at 7.00pm.

Emmaus Bereavement Support Service

https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/year-of-the-eucharist/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-prayer/#prayer
https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-prayer/#seasonal
https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/sharing-the-faith/#charis

