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Illustration 
Father Michael finally sat down at his computer. He’d been interrupted  
several times that day as he tried to write a school report that was already a week 
late. Just as he was beginning to put his fingers to the keyboard, the doorbell 
rang. He was tempted to ignore it, but out of duty he stomped towards the front 
door and yanked it open. It was Patrick. Father Michael knew his caller very well. 
Patrick was a “gentleman of the road” who liked a drink now and then. The priest 
would usually pass the time of day with Patrick, who would then happily move 
on, having gained the price of a cup of tea. Today, however, was different. Angry 
that he’d been disrupted, Father Michael snapped: “And what do you want?” 
Patrick began his usual story, building up to the request for a little money. But 
Father Michael was not in the mood. Before Patrick had the chance to ask, he was 
sent away and the door was slammed shut behind him. 

Father Michael returned to his computer and started to type. But now he was 
even more frustrated, not because he’d been disturbed, but because he’d been 
so unkind. All he could think about was Patrick’s stooped figure walking down 
the presbytery path. To make things worse, it was a few weeks before Christmas 
and the snow was gently falling. He imagined himself as Scrooge in Charles 
Dickens’ book A Christmas Carol. 

Then the doorbell rang again. Unable to concentrate on writing his report, Father 
Michael went to see who it was. There stood another gentleman of the road. 
Immediately, Father Michael pulled one of his coats off its hook and thrust it 
towards the man. The visitor was slightly bemused by the priest’s gesture, 
particularly because he hadn’t even had time to ask for anything. Wearing his 
new coat, and with the price of a meal in his pocket, the man set off on his 
way. Father Michael returned to his computer. As he began to type, he smiled 
knowingly to himself. Had God taught him a lesson? If only he’d been generous 
when he first had the chance, it would have cost him the price of a cup of tea and 
not his best overcoat.

Gospel Teaching 
At the beginning of today’s Gospel, the people put a question to John the  
Baptist: “What must we do?” It doesn’t really make sense unless we remember 
what John was telling them, and us, earlier in the text. Last Sunday we heard 


