
tense as an event in history; “Christ is risen” – as an ever-present event; and 
“Christ will come again” – a hope for the future. But it is not an entirely future 
experience. Because Christ came into the world, as a baby in Bethlehem, and 
because he rose from death at the first Easter, that kingdom is a reality in our 
world, and elements of it are discernible even now. All truth, all genuine love 
and all sincere compassion are signs of that kingdom in the here and now. This 
feast today, on the last Sunday in the Church’s year, is a bridge between the 
two greatest celebrations in the calendar – Easter and Christmas – drawing them 
together with a reminder of Christ the King, bringer-in of the kingdom where all 
will be given crowns.

Application
The first reading today describes the people in the kingdom as being servants 
of God. The second, like the medieval poem, depicts them as kings. But there 
is really no difference between the two images. The servant-king is the most 
apt description of Christ, the “first fruits” of all who enter the kingdom. To be a 
servant-king is what inspires the Christian life. What are the characteristics of a 
servant-king? Well, in the play Macbeth, Shakespeare makes a list of qualities of 
kingship, or “king-becoming graces” as he calls them: “justice, verity, temperance, 
stableness, bounty, perseverance, mercy, lowliness, devotion, patience, courage, 
fortitude”. Quite a standard to live up to – but nothing that should be beyond the 
capacity of each and every Christian who aspires to wear the heavenly crown. 

This sort of kingship helps to describe how our dominion, or kingly rule, is to be 
exercised over creation. We are told at the beginning of Genesis that we have 
been given dominion, or kingly rule, over all other creatures. To be tyrants like 
Pharaoh? No. To be servants, like Christ. This is the challenge with which we are 
presented. The kingdom of which Christ is king seeks only the genuine happiness 
of others.
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