
“Jesus… made us a line of kings,  
priests to serve his God and Father.”
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Illustration
There is a mid-fourteenth-century English poem called The Pearl in which a man’s 
only daughter dies before she is two years old. He wanders about in the garden 
where she is buried, unable to control his grief. Then he has a vision where he 
sees a river, and, beyond it, a beautiful flowery garden in which a young woman 
is seated. This is his daughter, now grown to maturity. She chides him for missing 
her, for she is enjoying the delights of heaven. She explains that she is now a 
heavenly queen. “How can that be?” he asks. The Virgin Mary, she explains, is 
the Queen of courtesy, while she is queen by the courtesy of God, like all the 
blessed in heaven: all are kings and queens. 

This idea is reflected in one of the traditions of the Orthodox Church. In their 
weddings, the bride and groom have crowns, or stefana, held above their 
heads, signifying the glory and honour with which God crowns them. In another 
example, at the end of the Narnia Chronicles by C.S. Lewis, generally recognised 
as Christian allegory, the central characters, the children, are given crowns. 

Gospel Teaching
The image of the king and monarchy is a powerful one. In biblical times, 
monarchs in the countries around Israel were held to represent gods on earth, or 
at least to be intermediaries between the people and their gods. Many, such as 
the Pharaohs in Egypt, were despotic tyrants. God wanted the chosen people to 
govern themselves differently and, in the Old Testament, we see that God was at 
first reluctant to let the Israelite people have kings. However, they were allowed 
first Saul, and after him David, then Solomon. Following Solomon, the country 
divided, and kingship began to diminish in importance until it was eventually 
replaced. Temple priests and the people as a whole became the intermediaries, 
inheriting the promises God had made to the kings. The hope was kept alive, 
however, that one day a priestly king would arise who could lead his people back 
to the true faith in God. 

Christ was recognised by his faithful as that special king, but human categories 
are never enough to describe the workings of God. What Christ inaugurated was 
no simple earthly monarchy, but the messianic age itself. This age, this kingdom, 
will one day be fully and completely brought about by Christ’s second coming. 
Often during Mass we make the acclamation “Christ has died” – using the past 


