
reassure a Christian people suffering persecution that the end would come soon, 
heralded by great cosmic signs. The truth is that, as Jesus himself says, no one 
knows for sure when these things may occur, not even the Son of Man himself. 

What is certain is that through one sure and final redemptive act, we are for ever 
set free from our burden of sin, and are offered the possibility of eternal life. The 
only price for people of faith is that they trust in the saving power of a God who 
calls them by name, and for the moment play their part in the divine author’s 
plan for humanity.

Application
As we act out the human story of our time, can we discern similar attitudes 
to those faced by the Jews in the book of Daniel? On the whole our Western 
society seems unsure of itself. Some seem to be turning to superficial forms 
of spirituality that offer easy answers with no commitment. We have a choice: 
accept the prevailing culture and its attendant confusion, or be a people of vision, 
a people who attempt to discern the signs of the times for ourselves and the 
world around us. Christ offers us a chance to be truly free, to glimpse the future 
possibilities and present reality of his kingdom working in our world.

As a community of faith, we are called to go beyond the superficial, and be alert 
to our world in the light of Christ, knowing that he is already saving the world. 
As the Church, that does not mean always rushing to condemn those around 
us. Nor does it mean simply waiting for the end times. Perhaps we are called 
in some way to be the signs of his life and freedom here and now, even if that 
means swimming against the tide. Discerning his presence means highlighting 
and supporting the good that we detect in our world. And, with his help, planting 
the seeds of hope around us that they might flower into the presence of God in 
our midst.
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