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Illustration
It was a country road in Ireland fifty years ago. Sheep were being loaded into a 
lorry for market. In the glen an old woman stood at her farmhouse door, watching 
the operation. It was strange to her. She turned to her son and asked him what 
was happening. “They are loading sheep for market,” he told her. “Well, I have 
seen everything now,” the old woman replied. “It is no wonder that the young 
people will not walk a few miles to Mass on Sunday, when even the sheep are 
getting a lift into town!”

The old woman had walked everywhere during her long life. She walked her land 
to see to her cattle. She walked the road to Mass. She walked across bogland, 
eight miles to visit her relations by the sea. She was married for twenty years, 
and a widow for forty years. In that time she had struggled to bring up a family, 
in the days when Ireland was poor, and there was no social assistance to help. 
But she managed it.

She was a woman of great courage. Hardship and poverty had shaped her life. 
She was a strong character, and her voice was full of authority. Her family loved 
her – children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. She was, to them, a great 
example of goodness, kindness and faith in God. When she died, they said of her, 
“Nan – she was mighty!”

Gospel Teaching
Sitting beside the Temple treasury today, Jesus catches sight of a widow. At the 
time Jesus is indulging in a spot of “people-watching”. It can be quite fascinating 
to see the variety of human beings passing by, and their differing styles. Religious 
officials in long robes make an impressive sight. People bow and make way for 
them. They are important people. Then the widow comes along. Nobody takes 
any notice of her. In fact, Jesus has to call the attention of his disciples to this 
nobody, dropping a few copper coins into the collection box. There is something 
he wants to say about this sight.

What Jesus says is quite startling. This woman has given more than anyone. It 
is a paradox. It is the very opposite of what appears to be happening. Jesus is 
telling us, “Look carefully at what is really going on here.” Well-to-do people are 
giving very generous donations to keep the system of religion going. This poor 
woman is placing her entire trust in God, because she has no one else to rely on. 
It is not the same activity at all.


