
When the time came for her to talk to them about Jesus’ teaching on marriage, 
she was able to put it into context. Jesus was not going to be caught out by the 
Pharisees, but neither was he going to short-change his listeners. He stood by 
the teaching of the ancient scripture in Genesis that men and women were made 
for each other: they are called to be united as one body. But this would not be 
something that they could or would achieve by themselves. Such unity comes 
when we are also united with Christ and can treat each other with his love and 
compassion. As today’s reading from the letter to the Hebrews reminds us, this 
was why Jesus lived among us: to share our sufferings so that we might become 
holy and share his glory.

Application
Although many in her class told Julia that they would never get married, saying 
that in their experience it was a recipe for disaster, deep down some of them 
were promising themselves that they would not make the same mistakes as their 
parents. In reality they dreamt of finding someone who would make them happy 
and with whom they could share their life and their love.

In this community gathered for Mass today, there are a thousand untold stories. 
We rejoice with those of you enjoying the ups and downs of life in stable and 
happy marriages, and pray that the Lord will continue to strengthen you and 
bless your homes and families. For those of you who are struggling to cope with 
the aftermath of divorce or separation, or who find yourselves in far-from-perfect 
circumstances of one kind or another, we hope and pray that you discover in this 
community the understanding and compassionate face of Christ. For him, no 
situation is beyond redemption.

Perhaps we might usefully spend a few quiet moments reflecting on how we as 
individuals and as a community could better support the families of our parish. 
Likewise we might ask whether we could be doing more to help those who are 
trying to rebuild their lives and families after the breakdown of their marriages.
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