
and then through Christ’s prayer and touch the man can at last hear and speak. 
The one who is healed discovers the link between what life has been and what 
life can be.

Application
With James it took many weeks and months before his healing took place. As 
his teacher worked kindly and patiently with him, the barriers that James had 
built around himself started to fall away. Slowly James began to trust. His coat 
came off, he stopped grunting and he began to hear the teacher’s gentle words 
of encouragement. As he allowed himself to relax, so his confidence began to 
grow. He started to smile and eventually his kicking and punching diminished. 
Within a year James’ aggression had melted and he seemed to find hope and joy 
in living once more. 

There is no one on this planet who is not in need of some healing. For some it 
will be physical healing, but for many it will be the healing that we need when 
we have been hurt by life. Sometimes we will be aware of what it is, but for 
some there will simply be something they find it hard to identify that causes 
a general feeling of distress or unhappiness. It may be a worry or an anxiety 
about the future or about a family member or friend. It may be because there are 
unresolved issues or conflicts that are gnawing away inside. 

A question for us to reflect on in the coming week might be: “What is stopping 
me from being fully able to sing and leap with joy?” as Isaiah tells us will happen 
when people are released from what imprisons them. The story of Jesus healing 
the man who could not speak or hear is also a story for us. Can we allow ourselves 
to be healed of our impairment and become instruments of that healing love in 
our families and community? Let us pray that in the coming week the love that 
God has for us will be revealed and God will heal us in our need. Then we will be 
able to rejoice and say, “He has done all things well.”
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